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ERNEST BLOCH:  SACRED SERVICE (AVODATH HAKODESH) 
TRANLATION OF THE HEBREW TEXTS 

 
PART I 

MEDITATION 
MA TOVU 
How goodly are Thy tents, O Jacob, they dwellings, O Israel! 
Through They great mercy, O God, I come to Thy house and bow down in Thy holy temple in fear of Thee. O 
Lord, I love the place of Thy house and the abode in which Thy glory dwelleth. And so I bow down and adore 
Thee, O God, my Maker. May my prayer be offered in an acceptable time; mayest Thou, in the greatness of Thy 
mercy, answer me according to Thy faithfulness. 
 
BAR'KHU 
Praised ye the Lord to whom all praise is due. 
Praised be the Lord to whome all praise is due forever and ever. 
 
SH'MA YISRA'EL 
Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is One. 
Praised be His name whose glorious Kingdom is forever and ever. 
 
V'AHAVTA 
Thou shalt love the Lord, they God, with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these 
words, which I command thee this day, shall be upon thy heart. Thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shall speak of them when thou sittest in thy house, when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest 
down, and when thou risest up. Thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thy hand and they shall be for frontlets 
between thine eyes. Thou shalt write them upon the doorposts of thy house and upon thy gates; that ye may 
rememebr and do all My commandments and be holy unto your God.. 
 
MI KHAMOKHA 
Who is like unto Thee, O Lord? Who is like unto Thee, glorious in holiness, awe-inspiring, working wonders? 
A new song the redeemed sang unto Thy name. They proclaimed Thy sovereignty and said: 
The Lord shall reign forever and ever 
 
TZUR YISRA'EL 
O Rock of Israel, redeem those who are oppressed and deliver those who are prosecuted. Praised be Thou, our 
Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. 
 

PART II 
SANCTIFICATION 

 
K'DUSHA: N'KADESH ET SHIMKHA 
We sanctify Thy name on earth, as the heavens declare Thy glory; and in the words of the prophet we say: 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory. 
God our strength, God our Lord, how excellent is Thy name in all the earth. 
Praised be the glory of God in all the world. 
Our God is One He is our Father, He is our King, He is our Helper, and in His mercy, He will answer our 
prayers in the sight of all living. 
The Lord will reign forever, thy God, O Zion, from generation to generation. Hallelujah. 



PART III 
SILENT DEVOTION AND RESPONSE 

 
YIH'YU L'RATZON 
Guide me by the light of Thy counsel, that I might ever find strength in Thee, my Rock and my Redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
S'U SH'ARIM 
Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors, that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is the King of glory? The Lord of hosts; He is the King of glory. Sela! 
 
TORAH TZIVA (Taking the Scroll from the Ark) 
Moses commanded us the Law, an inheritance for the congregation of Jacob. O House of Jacob, let us walk 
together in the light of the Lord. 
 
SH'MA YISRA'EL  
Hear, O Israel: The Lord, our God, the Lord is one. 
 
L'KHA ADONAI HAG'DULLA  
Thine, O Lord, is the greatness and the power, the glory, and the victory, and the majesty; for all that is in 
heaven and in the earth is Thine; Thine is the Kingdom, O Lord, and Thou art exalted as head above all. 
 

PART IV 
RETURNING THE SCROLL TO THE ARK 

 
GAD'LU ADONAI ITI  
O magnify the Lord with me and let us exalt His name together. 
 
HODO AL ERETZ  
His glory is in the earth and in the heavens. He is the strength of all His servants, the praise of them that truly 
love Him, the hope of Israel, the people He brought night to Himself. Hallelujah!. 
 
TORAT ADONAI T'MIMA 
The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The 
precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous 
altogether. Behold, a good doctrine has been given unto you; forsake it not. 
 
ETZ ḤAYYIM HI 
It is a tree of life to them that hold fast to it, and its supporters are happy. Its ways are ways of pleasantness, and 
all its paths are peace. 
 

PART V 
ADORATION 

 
VA'ANAḤNU KORIM  
We bow the head in reverence, and worship the King of kings, the Holy One, praised be He. 
 
RECITER (in English): May the time not be distant, o God, when Thy name shall be worshipped in all the 
earth, when unbelief shall disappear and error be no more. May the day may come when all men shall invoke 
Thy name, when corruption and evil shall give way to purity and goodness, when superstition shall no longer 
enslave the mind, nor idolatry blind the eye. O may all men recognize that they are brethren, so that, one in 



spirit and one in fellowship, they may be forever untied before Thee. Then shall Thy kingdom be established on 
earth and the word of Thine ancient seer be fulfilled: [The Lord will reign forever and ever.] 
. 
BAYOM HAHU 
On that day the Lord shall be One and His name shall be One. 
 
RECITER (in English): And now, ere we part, let us call to mind those who have finished their earthly course 
and have been gathered to the eternal home. Though vanished from bodily sight, they have not ceased to be, and 
it is well with them; they abide in the shadow of the Most High. Let those who mourn for them be comforted. 
Let them submit their aching hearts to God, for He is just and wise and merciful in all Hi sdoings, though no 
man, no man can comprehend his ways. In the divine order of nature both life and death, joy and sorry, serve 
beneficent ends, and in the fullness of time we shall know why we are tried and why our love brings us sorry as 
well as happiness.  Wait patiently, all ye that mourn, and be ye of good courage, for surely your longing souls 
shall be satisfied.   
 
TZUR YISRA'EL  
O Rock of Israel, redeem those who are oppressed and deliver those who are persecuted (the Holy One of 
Israel). 
 
ADON OLAM 
The Lord of all did reign supreme. 
Ere yet this world was made and formed. 
When all was finished by His will, 
Then was His name as King proclaimed. 
And should these forms no more exist, 
He still will rule in majesty. 
He was, He is, He shall remain; 
His glory never shall decrease. 
An one is He, and none there is  
To be compared or joined to Him. 
He ne'er began, and ne'er will end, 
To Him belongs dominion's power. 
He is my God, my living God; 
To Him I flee when tried in grief; 
My banner high, my refuge strong, 
Who hears and answers when I call 
My spirit I commit to Him, 
My body, too, and all I prize; 
Both when I sleep and when I wake, 
He is with me, I shall not fear. 
 
Y'VAREKH'KHA (Benediction) 
 
May the Lord bless thee and keep thee. Amen. 
May the Lord cause His countenance to shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee. Amen. 
May the Lord lift up His countenance unto thee and grant thee peace. Amen.  
 
 




