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This edition of “Concert Night” is devoted to a performance from the DPO’s 
Classical Connections Series, which ran for 77 programs over 23 seasons until it 
was cancelled for budgetary savings.   
 
These programs, which I always described as “young people’s concerts for adults”, 
were shamelessly inspired by Leonard Bernstein’s televised New York 
Philharmonic Young People’s Concerts.  Those programs were my introduction to 
orchestral music, and I grew up thinking that all concerts were that way:  a nice, 
fun conductor explains the music then performs it.  At age 10 or 11, when I went to 
my first live orchestra concert, I discovered the awful truth:  No Lenny.  No 
explanations.  No fun. 
 
When, somehow, despite that horrible realization, I ended up as an orchestra 
conductor, I vowed to somehow set things right.  In 1990, Gary Good, then 
Executive Director of the Milwaukee Symphony, gave me the green-light to turn 
my vow into actual concerts.  I did six years of what the MSO called “Classical 
Conversations”, then brought the idea to the Dayton (along with the name that I’d 
always wanted to use) when I became Music Director of the DPO. 
 
The idea was to create a way to help listeners have a deeper, more engaged, more 
connected listening experience.  So along the way, in addition to creating the in-
concert explanations and demonstrations, I wrote a Listener’s Guide for each 
program, with more detailed background information than what could be found in 
traditional program notes.   
 
On this edition of “Concert Night” you’ll be hearing a Classical Connections 
program that was actually performed twice—once in November 2001 at Memorial 
Hall and again in January 2014 at the Schuster Center.  What follows are scans of 
both Listener’s Guides.  If you read carefully, you’ll see that I recycled some of the 
2001 essays in 2014.  But remember, Bach and Vivaldi and Handel and Mozart 
and many other composers recycled, too! 
 

  
























